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FROM OUR WOLFPACK
Division One went on a fieldtrip to the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra and had a historic tour of the city.  Mihir and Evan share their thoughts.

Le concert de VSO – par Mihir (div.1)
Le concert commence avec une chanson inspire par le patinage.  On parle d’une histroire à propos des chandails et les équipes de hockey.  L’histoire était chouette malgré elle ne se termine pas aussi bien.  À mon avis, il ne faut pas avoir de divisions entre les équipes puis qu’on adore tous le hockey.

Historic Tour:  French speaking pioneers in Vancouver by Evan (div.1)
We started the afternoon near Victoria Square where we met with Monsieur Guibord who would take us around for the day.  Mr. Guibord pointed out how it is unfortunate that the city has so many parking lots that make it look much less like how a beautiful city like Vancouver could or should be.  We saw many locations, often comparing photos to the current buildings, hearing about their history.  
NEW TRACK MEET FORMAT  [image: ]
All schools will be participating in a revised Track and Field meet format this year.  Whiteside is participating on Monday, May 11 from 8:45 – 2:30 pm at the Minoru Track. This format will provide opportunities for more students to be involved, and students will be able to participate in all events (not just one or two events as in past years). Students will be organized into grade groups and will rotate through 
four stations supervised by a staff member: jumping, throwing, running and a rest station.  
 
	Jumping  
	Throwing  
	Running  

	• Long jump (Gr. 4-7)  
• High jump (Gr. 4-7)  
• Additional jumping options  
  
  
	• Softball throw (Gr. 4-7)  
• Shot put (Gr. 4-7)  
• Discus (Gr. 4-7)  
• Frisbee throw (Gr. 4-7) &/or  
• Football throw (Gr. 4-7)  
With age-appropriate equipment  
  
	• Long Distance:  
     • 400m (Gr.4/5s)  
     • 800m (Gr. 6/7s)  
• Relays: 4x100 (Gr. 4-7)  
• Sprints:100m (Gr. 4-7)  



CHALLENGE BY CHOICE:  
At each station, students can participate in multiple events and can choose if they want to participate in a competitive or recreational group.  Open competitive is for students wishing to achieve personal bests and/or reach a performance benchmark, whereas open 
recreational is more focused on fun, skill development and trying an event with low pressure. Consistent with 
other Elementary activities, the focus is on individual active participation.  Families are encouraged to celebrate their child’s effort and participation, regardless of the result or outcome.  

The 56th BC Elementary Track & Field Championships
For families seeking additional opportunities for their child to participate in additional track and field experiences, the Richmond Kajaks Track and Field Club is hosting the BC Elementary Track and Field 

Championships on May 22 - 24, 2026. This is an external community-based event hosted at Minoru and is open to children 9-13 years of age, including those who have no previous experience. More information can be found on https://www.kajaks.ca/bcec

Movathon Fundraiser – Due June 5
Whiteside PAC is organizing a fundraiser to help beautify our school!  Sandeep Johal, a renowned muralist, is going to be painting a mural inside the front entrance of the school.  We are hoping that she continue this work in the gym as well.  To help fund this project, students have brought home a pledge sheet to encourage exercise and movement for a good cause.  There are prizes for the students and classes who raise the most funds. Let’s move for Whiteside!

Non-Instructional Day on May 15, No School
On May 15 (Friday), staff all around the district are participating in an Indigenous Learning Day.  There is no school for students. 

[image: Emergency Preparedness: Steps Every Household Should Take]PARENT GUIDE TO EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS Please visit our school website, whiteside.sd38.bc.ca, to view our district guide to emergency preparedness to better understand our district procedures, emergency drills, communication protocols, and the student reunification process. 
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Description automatically generated]SUMMER LEARNING 2026
The Summer Learning program and registration dates are now published on our continuing-education website. You can find summer learning 2026 general information on at https://ce.sd38.bc.ca/programs/summer-learning.
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Description automatically generated]PLAY n’ EAT – FRIDAY MORNINGS
Our Play n’ Eat breakfast club is on Friday mornings. Students are welcome to join us in the gym at 8:10 a.m. for light snacks and free games.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]PAC MEETINGS 
PAC are amazing resources for our entire school community. A strong PAC bonds our school community with our families. PAC is an excellent way for our families to connect directly with the action at our school as well as develop relationships within the parent community. Please reach out to our PAC at whitesidepac@hotmail.com for more information. Our next PAC meeting will be online at 7:45 pm on June 16, 2026 via Teams.  This meeting will be the AGM.  Please join us!

IMPORTANT: HOT LUNCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Thank you to our PAC for providing yummy hot lunches. We need more volunteers to join us on our PAC hot lunch days to organize and distribute the meals to our students. Without the hard work of this team, our hot lunches can’t happen. If you can help, please email our team at jameswhitehotlunch@gmail.com. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]UNIVERSAL HOT LUNCH
[image: Generated Image]Utilizing Feeding Futures as well as National School Food Program funding, the Richmond School District has piloted a universal hot lunch program at selected elementary and secondary schools. The Universal Hot Lunch program will continue for the rest of the year. Ordering is now open on munchalunch.com. 
IMPORTANT DATES
May 15 – NID (school closed) 
May 18 – Victoria Day (school closed) 
May 19 – Gr. 7 Day at McRoberts 
May 20 – Welcome to Kindergarten event (p.m.) 
May 20 – Universal Hot Lunch 
May 20-22 – Gr. 6 Camp at Cheakamus Centre 
May 22 – Spirit Day – “Animal Day”
May 27 – Jay’s Care Wrap Up Event 9:45 am – 1:15 pm
May 29 – Hot Lunch 
June 3 – Universal Hot Lunch 
June 12 – Sports Day 
June 17 – Universal Hot Lunch 
June 18 – Spirit Day – “Beach Day”
June 19 – Grade 7 Farewell 
June 25 – Final day of school for students 
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Description automatically generated]TRANSLATE OUR SITE 
Did you know you can translate our whiteside.sd38.bc.ca website? 


[image: Pin on Critters big and small]WEST COAST RECESS: 
During recess and lunchtime breaks, students are expected to be outside at all times this year.  Students are strongly encouraged to dress appropriately for the weather. It is more important than ever that students have a spare change of clothes at school. Especially the little ones!  Please make sure to include pants, socks, shoes and shirts! Playing outside will ensure our students get some fresh air and exercise to enliven their day.

[image: What should I do if I will be gone for an extended absence?]EXTENDED ABSENCES
During the year students may be absent from school for an extended period. It is district policy that students may only be absent for 4 (four) consecutive weeks and retain their 
place in the school.  Upon returning, students may have to re-register at the school board office.  If Whiteside is full, the district will find space in the nearest available school. Teachers will not provide work for students on extended absences. Our extended absence form needs to be completed if you are planning an absence for a week or longer.

[image: Generated Image]DIGITAL DEVICE POLICY  
In January 2024, the Ministry of Education and Child Care mandated all school boards in British Columbia to update their Codes of Conduct to include restrictions on students’ personal digital device use. Students should not have personal digital devices (phones, tablets, smart watches, or computers) in their possession during the school day unless permission is granted by the supervising staff for educational purposes. This includes during recess and lunch or while outside on the playground or on school property. It is recommended that students do not bring personal digital devices to school.

[image: Image result for nut free]ALLERGY ALERT: 
All families should be aware that Whiteside School has many students with severe, life-threatening food allergies. Some classrooms may be designated nut free to protect the health of these students. Please help us limit the nut products entering our school overall, as the impact on a student can happen anywhere in the school. If possible, please do not send food to school containing nuts. 

[image: A yellow sun with black background

Description automatically generated]MORNING ROUTINES AT WHITESIDE
Our Wolfpack are expected to enter
school from their outside doors until 8:45 a.m. Please ensure that your children make their way to the back of the school to meet their teachers. This ensures that all children are met by their teacher or supervising adult and can begin the day with their class.
Play n’ Eat is on Friday mornings only. Students who arrive earlier than 8:40 a.m. are welcome to play on the playground or line up early.
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